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Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
impeachment planning in- 
tensifying, two Republican 
senators want President — | 
Donald Trump fo resign im- 
mediately as efforts mount | | rH 

to prevent Trump from ever eA fem ins a 

again holding elective of- AK). SSERS WIL 
fice in the wake of deadly RUMI. 2 CUED 
riots at the Capitol. 

House Democrats are ex- 
pected to introduce arti- 
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tenons ia vote as soon Members of the National Guard stand inside anti- geaing fencing that surrounds the ‘Capitol complex, Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021, in 
Washington. 
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Impeachment push builds, 2 GOP senators want Trump fo resign 


Continued from Front 


The strategy would be to 
condemn the. president's 
actions swiftly but delay an 
impeachment trial in the 
Senate for 100 days. That 
would allow President-elect 
Joe Biden to focus on other 
priorities as soon as he Is in- 
augurated Jan. 20. 

Rep. Jim Clyburn, the third- 
ranking House Democrat 
and a top Biden ally, laid 
out the ideas Sunday as 
the country came fo grips 
with the siege at the Capi- 
tol by Trump loyalists trying 
to overturn the election re- 
sults. 

"Let's give President-elect 
Biden the 100 days he 
needs to get his agenda off 
and running," Clyburn said. 
Pressure was mounting for 
Trump to leave office even 
before his term ended 
amid alarming concerns of 
more unrest ahead of the 
inauguration. The president 
whioped up the mob that 
stormed the Capitol, sent 
lawmakers into hiding and 
left five dead. 

Republican sen. Pat 
Toomey of Pennsylvania 
on Sunday joined Republi- 





In this Jan. 3, 2017, file photo, Vice President Joe Biden, right, 
after administers the Senate oath of office to Sen. Lisa Murkowski, 
R-Alaska, as her husband Verne Martell holds a Bible, during 
a mock swearing in ceremony in the Old Senate Chamber on 
Capitol Hill in Washington as the 115th Congress begins. 


can Sen. Lisa Murkowski of 
Alaska in calling for Trump 
to "resign and go away as 
soon as possible." 

"| think the president has 
disqualified himself from 
ever, certainly, serving in 
office again," Toomey said. 
"| don't think he is electable 
IN any way." 

Murkowski, who has long 
voiced her exasperation 
with Trump's conduct in of- 
fice, told the Anchorage 
Daily News on Friday that 
Trump simply "needs to get 


Associated Press 
out.” A third Republican, 
Sen. Roy Blunt, of Missouri, 
did not go that far, but on 
Sunday he warned Trump 
to be "very careful" in his fi- 
nal days in office. 
Corporate America began 
to tie its reaction to the 
Capitol riots by tying them 
to campaign contributions. 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Asso- 
ciation's CEO and President 
Kim Keck said it will not con- 
tribute to those lawmakers 
— all Republicans — who 
supported challenges to 
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Biden's Electoral College 
win. The group ‘will susoend 
contributions to those law- 
makers who voted to un- 
dermine our democracy,’ 
Kim said. 

Citigroup did not single out 
lawmakers aligned with 
Trump's effort to overturn 
the election, but said it 
would be pausing all fed- 
eral political donations for 
the first three months of the 
year. Citis head of global 
government affairs, Can- 
di Wolff, said in a Friday 
memo to employees, "We 
want you to be assured 
that we will not support 
candidates who do not re- 
spect the rule of law." 
House leaders, furious af- 
ter the insurrection, ap- 
pear determined to act 
against Trump despite the 
short timeline. Late Satur- 
day, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., convened 
a conference call with her 
leadership team and sent 
a letter fo her colleagues 
reiterating that Trump must 
be held accountable. She 
told her caucus, now scat- 
tered across the country 
on a two-week recess, TO 
“be prepared to return to 
Washington this week’ but 
did not say outright that 
there would be a vote on 
impeachment. 

"It is absolutely essential 
that those who perpetrat- 
ed the assaulf on our de- 
mocracy be held account- 
able," Pelosi wrote. "There 
must be a recognition that 
this desecration was insti- 
gated by the President." 
Senate Majority Leader 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., has said an impeach- 
ment trial could not begin 
under the current calendar 
before Inauguration Day, 
Jan. 20. 

Clyburn said that Pelosi "will 
make the determination as 
when is the best time" to 
send articles of impeach- 
ment to the Senate if and 
when they are passed by 
the House. 

Another idea being con- 
sidered was fo have a 
separate vote that would 
prevent Trump from ever 
holding office again. That 
could potentially only need 
a simple majority vote of 51 
senators, unlike impeach- 
ment, in which two-thirds 


of the 100-member Senate 
must support a conviction. 
The Senate was set to be 
split evenly at 50-50, but 
under Democratic control 
once Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris and the two 
Democrats who won Geor- 
gia's Senate runoff elec- 
tions last week are sworn 
in. Harris would be the Sen- 
ate's tie-breaking vote. 
House Democrats were 
considering two. possible 
packages of votes: one on 
setting up a commission to 
invoke the 25th Amend- 
ment to remove Trump 
from office and one on the 
impeachment charge of 
abuse of power. 

Rep. Jim McGovern, D- 
Mass., who was part of the 
weekend leadership calll, 
said he expected a "week 
of action" in the House. 
While many have criticized 
Trump, Republicans have 


said that impeachment 
would be divisive in a time 
of unity. 


Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., 
said that instead of coming 
together, Democrats want 
to "talk about ridiculous 
things like ‘Let's impeach 
a president" with just days 
left in office. Nebraska Sen. 
Ben Sasse said he would 
take a look at any articles 
that the House sent over. Il- 
linois Rep. Adam Kinzinger, 
a frequent Trump critic, said 
he would "vote the right 
way' if the matter were put 
in front of him. 

The Democratic effort to 
stamp Trump's presidential 
record — for the second 
time — with the indelible 
mark of impeachment had 
advanced rapidly since 
the riot. 

Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.1|, 
a leader of the House ef- 
fort to draft impeachment 
articles accusing Trump of 
inciting insurrection, said 
Sunday that his group had 
200-plus CO-SOONSOTS. 

The articles, if passed by the 
House, could then be trans- 
mitted to the Senate for a 
trial, with senators acting 
as jurors to acquit or con- 
vict Trump. If convicted, 
Trump would be removed 
from office and succeed- 
ed by the vice president. 
It would be the first time a 
U.S. president had been im- 
peached twice. |) 
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U.S. diplomats in extraordinary protest against Trump for riot 


By MATTHEW LEE 

AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
a highly unusual move, 
American diplomats have 
drafted two cables con- 
demning President Donald 
Trump's incitement of the 
deadly assault on the Capi- 
tol and calling for adminis- 
tration officials to possibly 
support invoking the 25th 
Amendment to remove 
him from office. 

Using what is known as the 
State Department's “dis- 
sent channel,” career for- 
eign and civil service of- 
ficers said they fear last 
Wednesday's siege may 
badly undermine U.S. cred- 
ibility to promote and de- 
fend democratic values 
abroad. 

“Failing to publicly hold 
the president to account 
would further damage our 
democracy and our ability 
to effectively accomplish 
our foreign policy goals 
abroad,” according to the 
second of the two cables, 
which were circulated 
among diplomats late last 
week and then sent to 
State Department leader- 
ship. 

The cable called on Pom- 
oeo To support any law- 
ful effort by Vice President 
Mike Pence and other 
Cabinet members to pro- 
tect the country includ- 
ing through “the possible 
implementation of the pro- 
cedures provided for in Ar- 
ticle 4 of the 25th Amena- 
ment, if appropriate.” The 





in Washington. 


amendment allows for the 
vice president and a ma- 
jority of the Cabinet to de- 
clare a president unfit for 
office, and the vice presi- 
dent then becomes acting 
president. 

The cables were an ex- 
traordinary protest against 
a sitting U.S. president by 
American diplomats, who 
have long complained 
that the Trump administra- 
tion has ignored and dimin- 
ished their role and exper- 
tise. The dissent channel ts 
normally used to oppose 
specific foreign policy deci- 
sions. The two most recent 
cables appear to be un- 
precedented in their scope 
and characterization of the 
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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visits the White House with family members, Friday, Dec. 11, 2020, 


president as a danger to 
the country. 

The cables also reflect an- 
ger at the response fo the 
riot by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, a_ loyal 
Trump ally. 

Pompeo has condemned 
the violence at the Capi- 
tol but has pointedly not 
addressed the role Trump 
played in encouraging his 
supporters who stormed 
the building. Nor has Pom- 
peo addressed the after- 
math or acknowledged 
that American. diplomats 
overseas may now face 
new difficulty in promoting 
democracy. 

Trump himself has railed 
about what he sees as dis- 
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loyalty at the State Depart- 
ment. He once referred to 
it publicly — and in front 
of Pompeo and reporters 
—as “the deep State De- 
partment,” a reference to 
what Trump and his sup- 
porters believe is a cabal 
of entrenched bureaucrats 
intent on subverting his poll- 
cies. 

It was not immediately 
clear how many diplomats 
signed the cables, both of 
which were viewed by The 
Associated Press. 

The State Department did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment. 
“It is essential that the De- 
partment of State explic- 
tly denounce President 


Trump's role in this violent 
attack on the U.S. govern- 
ment,” said the first of the 
two cables, which added 
that the president's own 
comments should not be 
used “as he is not a cred- 
ible voice on this matter.” 
“Just as we routinely de- 
nounce foreign leaders 
who use violence and in- 
timidation to interfere in 
peaceful democratic pro- 
cesses and override the will 
of their voters, the depart- 
ment's public statements 
about this episode should 
also. mention President 
Trump by name. It is criti- 
cal that we communicate 
to the world that in our sys- 
tem, no one -- not even the 
oresident -- is above the 
law or immune from public 
criticism.” 

“This would be a first step 
towards repairing the dam- 
age to our international 
credibility,” it said. “It would 
allow the beacon of de- 
mocracy to shine on de- 
spite this dark episode. It 
would also send a strong 
message to our friends 
and adversaries that the 
Department of State ap- 
plies an ethos of integrity 
and objective standards 
when it condemns assaults 
on democracy at home or 
abroad.” 

It also said Pompeo should 
support any effort by Vice 
President Mike Pence and 
other Cabinet members to 
invoke the 25th Amendad- 
ment to remove Trump 
from office. 





Arnold Schwarzenegger compares 
U.S. Capitol mob to Nazis 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
Associated Press 

Former California Gov. 
Amold Schwarzenegger 
compared the mob that 
stormed the U.S. Capitol 
to the Nazis and called 
President Donald Trump 
a failed leader who “will 
go down in history as the 
worst president ever.” 

The Republican said in 
a video he released on 
social media on Sunday 
that “Wednesday was the 
Night of Broken Glass right 
here in the United States.” 


IN 1938, Nazis in Germany 
and Austria vandalized 
Jewish homes, schools and 
businesses during an af- 
tack that became known 
as Kristallnacht or “the 
Night of Broken Glass.” 
“The broken glass was in 
the windows of the United 
States Capitol. 

But the mob did not just 
shatter the windows of the 
Capitol, they shattered 
the ideas we took for 
granted,” he said. “They 
trampled the very prin- 
ciples on which our coun- 


try was founded.” Some 
Proud Boys leaders were 
arrested in the nation’s 
capital, before and after 
Wednesday's riots. 

In his video, Schwarzeneg- 
ger called Trump a failed 
leader and said he took 
solace that Trump's presi- 
dency was coming to an 
end and “would soon be 
as irrelevant as an old 
tweet.” 

He called for national uni- 
ty and vowed his support 
for President-elect Joe 
Biden after mobs loyal to 
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M dnesday was the Day of Broken Glass 
right here in the United States. 
This Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021, image from a video released by 


Schwarzenegger shows former Republican California Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger delivering a public message. 





Trump broke into the U.S. 
Capitol, causing a tem- 
porary suspension of the 
electoral count. Members 
of Congress later returned 
and certified the results. 
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Associated Press 
Five people died, includ- 
ing a Capitol police offi- 
cer. Scores of rioters have 
been arrested and many 
more are being sought af- 
ter the brazen attack.] 
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Cops: Chicago shooter who killed 3 posted social media rants 


By SOPHIA TAREEN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — A man 
who police say killed three 
people and wounded four 
others during a series of 
shootings in and around 
Chicago posted nonsensi- 
cal and expletive-laced 
videos in the days and 
hours leading up to the af- 
tacks. 

Investigators on Sunday 
were trying to determine 
a motive for the Saturday 
afternoon attacks in which 
police say 32-year-old Ja- 
son Nightengale appar- 
ently chose his victims at 
random. Police killed Night- 
engale in a shootout just 
north of the city about four 
hours after authorities say 
he shot his first victim in the 
head in a South Side park- 
ing garage. 

Those killed included a 
30-year-old University of 
Chicago = student from 
China named Yiran Fan, 
a 20-year-old man and a 
46-year-old security guard. 
Wounded were a //-year- 
old woman, 81-year-old 
woman and a 15-year-old 
girl, according to Chicago 
Police Superintendent Da- 
vid Brown. Another wom- 
an was shot in the neck in 
Evanston, police in suburb 
said. 

Authorities didn’t release 
many details about Night- 
engale, a Chicago man 
whose LinkedIn page listed 
work over the years as a 
janitor, security guard and 
forklift operator. But a series 
of disturbing videos post- 
ed to Facebook over two 
years under Nightengale’s 
middie name, Oliver, of- 
fered clues as to his state of 
mind. 

In one posted Thursday, 
Nightengale held a gun to 
the camera and muttered 
unintelligible statements as 
he appeared to be driving. 
A police official wno sooke 
on condition of anonym- 
ity because he was not 
authorized to speak pub- 
licly about the investigation 
confirmed it was Nighten- 
gale in the video. 

“No music. No. No music,” 
Nightengale says in the 
video, his speech slurred. 
“| don't need no seat belt. 
I'm coming, girl.” 

He posted dozens of other 


This 2018 booking photo from the Chicago Police Department shows Jason Nightengale. 


short videos, including sev- 
eral in the hours before 
the first attack, which were 
viewable until the page 
was taken down Sunday. 
In one, he says, “I’m going 
to blow up the whole com- 
munity.” In another, Night- 
engale appears to groove 
to the Bee Gee's “Staying 
Alive” while laughing. 

The shootings began shortly 
before 2 p.m. Saturday with 
the killing of Fan, who was 
shot in the head while sit- 
ting in his car in a parking 
garage in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood, Brown said. 
After that, Nightengale 
“just randomly” walked into 
an apartment building a 
block away, where he shot 
the female security guard 
and the 77-year-old wom- 
an, who was getting her 
mail, Brown said. The guard 
was pronounced dead at 
a hospital and the other 
woman was hospitalized in 
critical condition. 

From there, Nightengale 
went To another nearby 
building and stole a car 
from a man he knew. He 


then opened fire at a 
convenience store, killing 
the 20-year-old man and 
wounding the 81-year-old 
woman in the head and 
neck. The woman was in 
critical condition. 

After leaving the — store, 
Nightengale shot a 15-year- 
old girl who was riding in a 
car with her mother, leav- 
ing the girl in critical condi- 
tion, police said. He then 
went back to the conve- 
nience store and fired on 
officers who were investi- 
gating the earlier shooting. 
None of them were injured, 
Brown said. 

Nightengale then drove 
about 10 miles (16 kilome- 
ters) north to Evanston, 
which borders Chicago, 
where police resoonded to 
a report of shots that had 
been fired inside a CVS. 
Nightengale had appar- 
ently walked into the phar- 
macy, announced that he 
was robbing It and fired off 
shots that didn’t hit any- 
one, authorities said. He 
then went across the street 
to an IHOP- restaurant, 
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where he shot a woman In 
the neck. She was in critical 
condition, Evanston police 
Chief Demitrous Cook told 
reporters. 

Nightengale left the res- 
taurant and was confront- 
ed by officers in a parking 
lot, leading to a shootout 
in which he was shot and 
killed, Cook said. 

Evanston police Sgt. Ken 
Carter said Nightengale 
appeared to have a con- 
nection to Evanston, but 
he did not have further de- 
tails. He said Sunday that 
an outside agency would 
take over the investigation 
since Evanston police were 
involved in the fatal shoot- 
INg. 

Chicago police released 
an October 2018 booking 
photo of Nightengale that 
was taken after he was 
charged with multiple driv- 
ing-relate offenses, includ- 
ing driving on a suspended 
license. His criminal record 
started in 2005 and includ- 
ed arrests for gun and drug 
violations, aggravated as- 
sault, and a 2019 domestic 


battery case, according 
to WLS-TV. An attorney for 
Nightengale couldn't be 
located Sunday. 

Friends were shocked to 
hear of the shootings, de- 
scribing Nightengale as a 
devoted father to twin girls 
who had a= charismatic 
personality and a sense of 
humor but who had been 
through tough times. 
Tommy Taylor remembered 
meeting Nightengale at a 
movies in the park event 
in Rogers Park, a Chicago 
neighborhood that borders 
Evanston. They hung out 
over the years. 

“From all the years | knew 
him, he had always been a 
good guy and funny guy,” 
Taylor said. “Something 
had to happen in order for 
him to break him like that.” 
University of Chicago offi- 
cials said Fan was working 
toward a doctorate in a 
joint program between the 
University’s schools of busi- 
ness and economics, and 
that his family in China had 
been notified of his death. 
“We know that this shock- 
ing incident brings grief to 
our entire community and 
concern for the wellbeing 
and safety of others,” the 
University said in a news re- 
lease. “In the days ahead 
we will come together as a 
community to mourn, and 
to lift up fellow members 
of our community in_ this 
difficult and very sad time. 
Please join us in wishing 
consolation and healing for 
our student’s loved ones.”’ 
Brown said the information 
he shared at the news con- 
ference was _ preliminary 
and could change. He said 
investigators had little infor- 
mation about Nightengale 
but plan to release more 
details as they get them. 
“When you hear this whole 
story, If seems that you 
have a crystal ball of what 
he’s doing next, and we 
all know we don’t have a 
crystal ball where he goes 
next nor do we have this 
on any of our POD cam- 
eras,” Brown said. “We are 
responding to the scene as 
these crimes are happen- 
ing, getting information, 
and again, he’s going to 
the next while we are try- 
ing to keep up with what's 
happened previously.) 
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By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 

BEIJING (AP) — China's 
state media lashed out at 
the latest move on Taiwan 
by the departing Trump 
administration, ACCUS- 
ing U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo of “seeking 
to maliciously inflict a long- 
lasting scar on China-US. 
ties.” 

A writer for the official Xi- 
nhua News Agency also 
said in a commentary Sun- 
day that the lifting of long- 
standing restrictions on U.S. 
government contacts with 
Taiwanese — counterparts 
proves that Pompeo “is 
only interested in stoking 
unwarranted — confronta- 
tions, and has no interest in 
world peace.” 

Another commentary post- 
ed online by CGIN, the 
English-language —= chan- 
nel of state broadcaster 
CCTV, called Pompeo's 
announcement “a cow- 
ardly act of sabotage” of 
the next U.S. administra- 
tion. 

“The Trump administration, 
in its continuing efforts to 
burn the house down be- 
fore leaving office, has 
crossed a dangerous red 
line with China days before 
incoming President Joe 
Biden takes office,” the 
commentary read in part. 
Biden takes office on Jan. 
20. 

There was no immedi- 
ate comment from the 
Chinese government on 
Pompeo's decision to end 
State Department restric- 
tions on how U.S. officials 
can interact with Taiwan, 
which he said had been 
implemented to appease 
the Communist regime in 
Beijing. 

Taiwan is a sensitive issue 
for China’s ruling Commuvu- 
nist Party, which considers 
the self-governing island of 
23.6 million people a rene- 
gade province that should 
be brought under its rule. 
Under the one-China poli- 
cy, the U.S. recognizes Bel- 
jing as the government of 
China and doesn’t have 
diolomatic relations with 
Taiwan. 

However, it maintains un- 
official contacts including 
a de facto embassy in Tai- 
pei, the capital, and sup- 


plies military equipment for 
the island’s defense. 


Taiwan's leaders wel- 
comed  Pompeo’'s- an- 
nouncement. 


“We are expressing our 
gratitude toward the USS. 
for soeaking out and sup- 
porting Taiwan,” Premier Su 
Tseng-chang told reporters. 
“We also hope to interact 
actively with each other 
further, so that Taiwan 
could have an even bigger 
soace in the international 
society.” 

He and Foreign Minister 
Joseph Wu, who thanked 
Pompeo on Twitter, em- 
ohasized the values of 
freedom and democracy 
shared by Taiwan and the 
U.S.— a contrast to China's 
authoritarian one-party 
state. 

Pompeo'’s announcement 
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Chinese state media blast latest Pompeo move on Taiwan 


came two days after he 
said he would send Kelly 
Craft, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, 
to Taiwan for meetings this 
week. 

She is due to arrive on 
Wednesday. 

Craft's trio follows one by 
Health and Human. Ser- 
vices Secretary Alex Azar 
in August, the first Cabinet 
member to visit Taiwan 
since 2014, and another by 
Under Secretary of State 
Keith Krach in September. 

China, which opposes Tai- 
wan having its own. for- 
eign relations, sharply criti- 
cizes all such interaction. It 
stepped up aerial patrols 
off Taiwan last year and 
used its diplomatic clout 
to block Taiwan from par- 
ticipating in international 
forums, such as the World 
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In this Nov. 24, 2020, file photo, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
speaks to the media prior to meeting with Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah at the 


State Department in Washington. 


Health Organization’s an- 
nual meeting. 

Hu Xijin, the editor of Chi- 
na’s state-owned Global 
Times newspaper, tweet- 
ed that if Pompeo's an- 


Associated Press 


nouncement is the new 
starting point for America’s 
Taiwan policy, it will also 
mark the start of the count- 
down for the survival of Tai- 
wan’'s government.L] 
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PROCUREMENT OF WORKS- CONSTRUCTION FIRMS 


The United National Development Programme (UNDP) in partnership with the Government of 
Aruba (GoA) invites bid proposals from suitably qualified CONSTRUCTION FIRMS for the 
following Consultancy under the project 


“Sustainable Island Solutions through Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (SISSTEM) in support of the Aruba Sustainable Energy Roadmap 2020": 


This Project is Funded by The European Union 


Procurement of works for the Maria Convent Building complex 


renovation/refurbishment and a new-built modular (science) laboratory building 
to house the new SISSTEM Faculty at the University of Aruba 


How to Apply 


Please view the Procurement Notice by iheeabieak the UNDP Trinidad and Tobago website at: 





This procurement process is conducted through the UNDP eTendering online system: 
https://etendering .partneragencies.org/ 


eTendering Reference: BU Code TTO10 and Event ID number 0000007993 


Detailed instruction on how to register in the UNDP eTendering online system can be 


found in the link provided below: 





nt-notices/resources/ 




















Deadline for Submission via UNDP eTendering online system: 
15th January 2021 -5PM EST 


Disclaimer: "This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The 


contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of UNDP and can in no way be taken to reflect 


the views of the European Union." 
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UN envoy: Britain is gung ho’ about world role after Brexit 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Britain's new U.N. ambas- 
sador says the government 
is feeling “gung ho” about 
continuing its role as an im- 
portant player on the world 
stage despite its exit from 
the European Union. 
Barbara Woodward point- 
ed to the United King- 
dom's permanent seat on 
the powerful U.N. Security 
Council, its presidency this 
year of the Group of Sev- 
en major industrialized na- 
tions, its membership in the 
Group of 20 leading eco- 
nomic powers and NATO, 
and its hosting of the next 
United Nations global cli- 
mate summit in Glasgow, 
Scotland, in November. 
“Don't underestimate the 
power of the relationship 
with the EU,” she stressed in 
an interview with The Asso- 
ciated Press this past week. 
“There’s a lot of values and 
principles which we share 


with European — partners 
which | think will stand us in 
good stead.” 


Britain's long and some- 
times contentious divorce 
from the EU became final 
on Dec. 31, a split that left 
the 27-member bloc with- 
out one of its major eco- 
nomic powers and the 
U.K. freer to chart its future 
but facing a world trying 
to confront a deadly pan- 
demic and cope with rising 
unemployment, growing 


British Ambassador to the United Nations Barbara Woodward poses for a photo, Tuesday, Jan. 5, 
2021, in New York. 


divisions between haves 
and have-nots, and a cli- 
mate crisis. 

An article in the U.S.-based 
World Politics Review in 
October identified three 
visions for Britain’s future: 
“Catastrophists who argue 
that the U.K. has become 
completely irrelevant on 
the international stage as 
a result of Brexit; the nos- 
talgics, who see a power- 
ful Britain through the lens 
of a great colonial power; 
and the denialists, who re- 
fuse to accept that Britain 
must adapt to a changing 
global context.” 

Authors Ben Judah, a British- 
French journalist and au- 


ot 


thor, and Georgina Wrighf, 
a Brexit researcher at the 
Institute for Government, 
a U.K. think tank, said that 
since Britain voted to leave 
the EU in 2016 “it is Uundeni- 
able that both British lead- 
ershio and influence over 
global affairs have taken a 
hit.” 

“In international circles, it 
has become fashionable 
to be overly dismissive of 
Britain’s weight in world af- 
fairs,’ they said. “Yet the 
country continues to carry 
weight.” 

Woodward, who came fo 
the U.N. after more than 
five years as ambassador 
to China and. previously 
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served in Russia, agrees. 
“We've had a pretty intro- 
spective three years with 
Brexit negotiations and 
managing COVID,” she 
said, but with the upcom- 
ing climate summit and 
Britain's presidency of the 
G-7 as the group grapples 
with economic recovery 
from the pandemic, “I think 
we've got quite a big role 
To play.” 

She said Prime Minister Bo- 
ris Johnson is “very keen on 
multilateralism.” On Dec. 
31, as Britain was leaving 
the EU, he said the U.K. ts 
now “free to do trade deals 
around the world, and free 
to turbocharge our ambi- 
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tion to be a science super- 
power.” Early this month, 
the Economist magazine 
said the U.K. has the oppor- 
tunity “to cut a dash on the 
world stage,” with its G-7 
oresidency -- including pos- 
sible invitations to Australia, 
India and South Korea to 
attend the group’s sessions 
-- and hosting the climate 
summit in Glasgow, “the 
most important diplomatic 
event of the year.” 
Johnson is expected fo visit 
India and be Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’'s guest of 
honor on Republic Day on 
Jan. 26, “part of a much- 
touted ‘tilt to the Indo-Pa- 
cific,’” the Economist said, 
adding that Britain has also 
opened discussions to join 
the 11-nation Trans-Pacific 
Partnership and is pushing 
to become a “dialogue 
partner” of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations. 
Woodward said the U.K.’s 
exit from the EU makes the 
United Nations and_ Brit- 
ain's permanent Security 
Council seat “more impor- 
tant because the U.N. has 
always been the biggest 
multilateral forum.” 

She pointed to Sunday's 
hybrid commemoration 
of the first meeting of the 
United Nations General As- 
sembly in London 75 years 
ago which Britain is hosting, 
saying the world is very dif- 
ferent today “but so many 
of the divisions are perhaps 
even deeper now.” _) 





Once-jailed nationalist wins Kyrgyzstan presidency 
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Kyrgyzstan presidential candidate Sadyr Zhaparov greets his 





supporters during a meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, Friday, Jan. 


8, 2021. 


MOSCOW (AP) — A noa- 
tionalist politician who was 
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released from prison amid 
orotests that 


overthrew 


Kyrgyzstan’s president last 
year has been elected as 
his replacement. Voters 
in Sunday’s election that 
gave Sadyr Zhaparov a 
landslide 79% victory also 
approved a referendum to 
change the constitution to 
give the presidency more 
Dower. 

The vote followed the oust- 
er of the previous president 
in October. 

The ex-Soviet Central Asian 
nation sank into turmoil af- 
ter a parliamentary elec- 
tion that was swept by pro- 
government parties. Oppo- 
sition supporters accused 
authorities of rigging the 
vote and forced President 


Sooronbai Jeenbekov to 
step down on Oct. 15. 
Zhaparov, who was impris- 
oned in 2017 on convic- 
tion of involvement in the 
kidnapping of a regional 
governor, spearheaded 
Jeenbekov’s removal from 
office. 

The unrest marked the third 
time in 15 years when a 
leader of the 6.5-million 
nation on the border with 
China was forced out by 
Q popular uprising. Like the 
previous uprisings that top- 
oled presidents in 2005 and 
2010, the latest turmoil was 
driven by clan rivalries that 
shape the country’s poli- 
TICS. 


Zhaparove pushed for the 
constitutional referendum 
Sunday, under which the 
presidency will gain Powers 
formerly held by the parlia- 
ment. 

Kyrgyzstan, which is a mem- 
ber of Russia-dominated 
economic and security al- 
liances, hosts a Russian air 
base and depends on Mos- 
cow’s economic support. It 
formerly was the site of a 
U.S. air base that served as 
a key transport hub for the 
war in Afghanistan. 

Russia has voiced concerns 
about the turmoil in Kyr- 
gyzstan but refrained from 
supporting any of the presi- 
dential candidates.|_} 
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By VICTORIA MILKO and 
EDNA TARIGAN 

Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
Authorities said they deter- 
mined the location of the 
crash site and black boxes 
of a Boeing 737-500 on Sun- 
day, a day after the aircraft 
crashed into the Java Sea 
with 62 people on board 
shortly after taking off from 
Indonesia's capital. 

The head of Indonesia's 
National Search and Res- 
cue Agency, Bagus PU- 
ruhito, said officials believe 
they identified the location 
of the flight data recorder 
and cockpit voice recorder 
— the so-called black box- 
es — because emergency 
signals transmitted by the 
devices were detected by 
a navy ship's sonar system. 
“Hopefully we can lift the 
black boxes in short time to 
determine the cause of the 
crash,” military chief Hadi 
Tjahjanto said. 

Earlier Sunday, search and 
rescue operations resulted 
in parts of the plane being 
found in the sea at a depth 
of 23 meters (75 feet), lead- 
ing rescuers to continue 
searching the area. 

“We received reports from 
the diver team that the vis- 
ibility in the water is good 
and clear, allowing the dis- 
covery of some parts of the 
plane,” Tjahjanto said in a 
statement. “We are sure 
that is the point where the 
plane crashed.” 

He said the objects found 
included broken pieces of 
fuselage with aircraft regis- 
tration parts. Earlier, rescu- 
ers pulled out body parts, 
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Indonesian divers find parts of plane wreckage in Java Sea 





——_-- 


An investigator of Indonesian National Transportation Safety Committee inspects parts of Sriwijaya 
Air Flight 182 that crashed in the waters off Java Island, at Tanjung Priok Port in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021. 


pieces of children’s cloth- 
ing and scraps of metal 
from the surface. 

The break in the search 
for Sriwijaya Air Flight 182 
came after the navy ship’s 
sonar equipment detected 
a signal from the aircraft 
at a location that fit the 
coordinates from the last 
contact made by the pi- 
lots before the plane dis- 
appeared Saturday after- 
noon, Tjahjanto said. 

The plane was en route 
from Jakarta to Pontianak, 
the capital of West Kali- 
mantan province on Indo- 
nesia’s Borneo island, on a 
flight that was expected to 
take around 90 minutes. 

It was. still Unclear what 
caused if to crash. There 
was no sign of survivors. 

“| represent the govern- 
ment and all Indonesians 


in expressing my deep con- 
dolences for this tragedy,” 
Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo said. 

“We are doing our best to 
save the victims. We pray 
together so that the victims 
can be found,” he said, 
adding that he had asked 
the National — Transport 
Safety Committee to con- 
duct an investigation. 
Fishermen in the area be- 
tween Lancang and Laki 
iskands, part of an archi- 
pelago around Thousand 
Iskands north of Jakarta’s 
coast, reported hearing 
an explosion around 2:30 
o.m. Saturday. “We heard 
something explode — we 
thought it was a bomb or 
a tsunami since after that 
we saw a big splash from 
the water,” Solihin, who 
goes by one name, said 


Associated Press 


by phone. “If was raining 
heavily and the weather 
was so bad, so it was diffi- 
cult fo see around clearly,” 
Solihin said. “But we saw 
the splash and a big wave 
after the loud sound. We 
were very shocked and 
saw the plane debris and 
the fuel around our boat.” 
Transportation Minister Budi 
Karya Sumadi said the flight 
was delayed for an hour 
before it took off at 2:36 
o.m. If disappeared from 
radar four minutes later, af- 
ter the pilot contacted air 
traffic control to ascend to 
an altitude of 29,000 feet 
(8,839 meters), he said. 
There were 62 people on 
board, all of them Indone- 
sian nationals, including 
three babies and seven 
other children. The plane 
was carrying 50 passengers, 


six working crew members 
and six other crew for an- 
other flight. “Our thoughts 
are with the crew, passen- 
gers, and their families,” 
Boeing said in a statement. 
“We are in contact with our 
airline customer and stand 
ready to support them dur- 
ing this difficult time.” 
Authorities established two 
crisis centers, one at Soek- 
arno-Hatta International 
Airport, where the plane 
departed from, and one 
at port. Families gathered 
to wait for news about their 
loved ones. On social me- 
dia, people began circu- 
lating the flight manifesto 
with photos and videos 
of those who were listed 
as passengers. One video 
shows a woman with her 
children waving goodbye 
while walking through the 
airport. Sriwijaya Air presi- 
dent director Jefferson 
Irwin Jauwena said the 
plane, which was 26 years 
old and previously used by 
airlines in the United States, 
was airworthy. He told re- 
porters Saturday that the 
plane had previously flown 
to Pontianak and Pangkal 
Pinang city on the same 
day. He said the plane 
was delayed due to bad 
weather, not because of 
any mechanical problems. 
Indonesia, the world’s larg- 
est archipelago nation, 
with more than 260 million 
people, has been plagued 
by transportation adcci- 
dents on land, sea and air 
because of overcrowding 
on ferries, aging infrastruc- 
ture and poorly enforced 
safety standards. |} 





6 rangers killed in latest attack at Congo’s Virunga park 


By JEAN YVES KAMALE 
Associated Press 
KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 
Gunmen have killed at 
least six rangers in Virunga 
National Park, the latest 
attack in the part of east- 
ern Congo that is home 
to some of the world’s last 
mountain gorillas, officials 
said Sunday. 

The violence took place on 
Sunday in Nyamitwitwi, lo- 
cated in the Rutshuru area 
of the park, said Olivier 
Mukisya, sookesman for the 
Congolese Institute for the 


Conservation of Nature. 

“We confirm that a group 
of armed men attacked 
our positions,” Mukisya told 
The Associated Press. “We 
have dead and wounded 
among our ranger col- 
leagues.” There was no im- 
mediate claim of responsi- 
bility, though past attacks 
on Virunga park rangers 
have been blamed on 
several armed groups that 
vie for control of eastern 
Congo's natural resources. 
Among those rebel groups 
is the Democratic Forces 


for the Liberation of Rwan- 
da, known by its French 
acronym FDLR, an ethnic 
Hutu group opposed to the 
government of neighbor- 
ing Rwanda and one of the 
last factions of Rwandan 
rebels active in the Congo. 
In April 2020, an ambush 
near the Virunga National 
Park killed 12 rangers and 
five civilians, and critically 
injured several others. 
More than 200 rangers have 
been killed since Virunga 
became a national park in 
1925, officials say.LJ 





In this Aug. 12, 2012 file photo, Park rangers patrol in the Virunga 
National Park near Rumangabo, some 60 kms (40 miles) north of 
Goma, eastern Congo. 


Associated Press 
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PALM BEACH —A true once-in-a-lifetime experience is 
coming up. The stage: an Aruban cunucu house creat- 
ing a magical ambiance. The play: The Secret Garden; 
a 6-course culinary voyage by a Michelin-trained chef 
from Belgium, Griet Vanbrabant. The content: 100% local 
products from local farmers tuned into the most amazing 
dishes; leaving you in an enchanted state and giving you 
a memory that will last a lifetime. Be sure to reserve this 
opportunity before others do. This production is presented 
to you by Papillon Restaurant. 


Sometimes combining the best of the best is a matter of 
all things falling into place. Every Wednesday of Janu- 
ary, 2021, from 7p.m. to 100.m. you are welcomed to en- 
ter a world where food is a passion. Papillon Restaurant 
oresents their guest chef, Vanbrabant - who will be on 
the island for a limited time period - and with The Secret 
Garden menu being a fresh concept on the island, we're 
sure you will fall completely in love with this. 


A bit about Griet 

Vanbrabant is a passionate chef with over 15 years of ex- 
perience in fine dining menu development, culinary staff 
management, food preparation and creative recive de- 
sign. 

She is educated in classic French Cuisine and Modern 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


| Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm) 


sales(@playalinda.com or call (+297}-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


Papillon Restaurant presents: 


Chef's Garden, the butterfly effect of 
magnificent local food 





Gastronomy arr ouGhour her 
international career in Michelin star and 
the World's 50 Best restaurants such as El 
Bulli and Comerc 24 in Barcelona, Pujol in 
Mexico City, Rockpool in Australia. Let her 
entice you with her succulent, Aruban rec- 


Aruba National Park: 


ipes like they've never tasted before. 


The menu Is carefully done with local prod- 
ucts, fresh and perfectly matched with a 
selection of wines by local sommeliers. 
Diet options are available; please inform 
them when you make your reservation. 


The Secret Garden & Papillon 

This is an in-home dining experience where 
you will feel you are part of an exclusive 
setting. Private culinary events are the 
owner's specialty and their lush, tropical 
garden Is also inviting for you to relax and 
indulge in hours of authentic culinarian de- 
lights, a heaven to foodies. For more than 
a decade, Papillon restaurant has built a 
reputation with the fusion of classic French 
cuisine, Dutch and Caribbean flavors. 
They know how fo thrill and in collabora- 
tion with The Secret Garden we can only 
expect ohenomenal. 


For reservations: 

Call: +297 586 5400 

WhatsApp: +297 7320832 
Email: info@papillonaruba.com 
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Henkjan Kievit: Serene sean 


SAVANETA — Dolphins approach our 
shores to rest or recover. Dolphins have 
been observed along the coast and in 
Parke Marino Aruba. All whales and dol- 
ohins are protected by law. They come 
to the Aruban coast to recover or rest in 
our calmer waters. It is therefore of ut- 
most importance to give these magnifi- 
cent, highly intelligent and sensitive spe- 
cies a lot of space. Please keep a dis- 
tance of at least 100 meters for them to 
rest without disturbance or impact. We 
ask everyone to not go and search for 


Aruba Bob Snorkling 


them, and do not follow or chase them. 
In the rare case you encounter dolphins 
in the water, stay calm and keep your- 
self outside of the group, float calmly 
with your arms close to your body and 
observe If you see any signs of injury, en- 
tanglement or another reason to need 
recovery and report this. To report any 
observations or concerns please con- 
tact FPNA (Facebook Aruba National 
Park) or Giolina Henriquez of the Aruba 
Marine Mammal Foundation (Facebook 
Aruba Marine Mammal Foundation). LJ 
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Aruba's Aloe 


ORANJESTAD — The aloe 
plant has been grown on 
Aruba since the mid-1800. 
The climate and the dry soil 
are particularly suitable for 
the aloe culture. The plant 
flourishes well here: the 
Aruban aloe has an aloin 
content of 22 %, while the 
content of aloin in the rest 
of the world is 15% at the 
most. 


The flourishing of the aloe 
culture in Aruba was un- 
der Commander Jan Hele- 
nus Ferguson (1866-1871). 
That's why the road that 
leads from downtown 
through the aloe fields was 
named after him. In the 
19th century, an aloe plan- 
tation was also construct- 
ed in Socotoro; Socotoro 
has probably been named 
after the island of Sokotra 
or Socotora, at the time a 
British ishand in the Indian 
Ocean, off the coast of Ye- 
men. That island lies on the 
same degree of longitude 
as Aruba and aloe is grown 
there too. The legend says 
that Alexander the Great, 
on the recommendation 
of Aristotle, conquered this 
island for the aloe that he 
used to cure the wounds of 
his soldiers. 

On the aloe plantation 
Mon Plaisir, owned by the 
Frenchman Louis Bazin, a 
for its time modern steam 
driven cooking _ installa- 
tion was installed, in the 
beginning of 1900. In the 
19th century, Aruba was 
the main supplier of aloin 
resin that was mainly used 
for the production of laxa- 
tives. The aloin was export- 
ed abroad, mainly to New 
York, but also to Hamburg 
and to London. The resin 
from the Antilles (called 
“Curacao resin’ at the time) 
was one of the best in the 
world and more expensive 
than the other types on 
the market. Aruba’s share 
in the export of “Curacao 
resin’ was over 90%. In the 
economy of that time, 
before the arrival of the 
oil industry, adloe meant a 
reasonable source of in- 
come, in particular for the 
small 'cunucero' (farmer). 
In times of Unemployment 
— de dry season — the aloe 
culfure was @ good source 
of existence. 





In the beginning of 1900, 
the first scientific research 
is done on the aloe plant. 
This confirmed clearly the 
healing effect of aloin on 
sunburn and other burns. 
The arrival of the oil indus- 


Everyday double & triple points 
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try had a big impact on 
the labor market on Aruba 
and the aloe culture got 
a bit on the background. 
It was only after World 
War Il that the aloe cul- 
ture was resumed. In 1949 
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Casey Eman founded the 
first aloe factory of Aruba, 
Under the name of Aruba 
Aloe Products Company. 
At the time, the aloe juices 
were locally processed to 
aloin and shipped to the 


ORCHID CASINO 
Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 

¥ welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 

for you and your party. 


ais RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


= 


i * ee 


. 


er a “Op 





| I 
i 


United States. In 1951, the 
oroduction of Aruban aloe 
amounted to about 15.000 
pounds or 30% of the total 
world production. Source: 
htto://www.historiadiaru- 
ba.aw. L} 





Totally sanitized table and chips. 
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Alberto Perret-Gentil, Vice-president of operations nes 
ed fo talk to a@ wonder- 
ful couple from New York, 
Esteban Marquez and his 
wife who are proud own- 
er of one of the condos. 
“We love the condo we 
have purchased at Azure. 
We are planning on retire- 
ment five years from now, 


EAGLE BEACH — Azure Beach Residences speaks for it- 
self the moment you set foot on the place. The luxurious 
real estate has all ingredients to offer you a 5-star-de- 
luxe plate. Located right on the beach, offering a blend 
between your own condominium with advantages and 
experience of a hotel and all amenities that belong to a 
spot in heaven. 





Beachfront Condos 
Move - In Ready 


Visit our sales office at Azure Beach Residences. 


} Ta Exclusive Oceantront residences with 180° views of the Caribbean 
Peis and just a few steps from Eagle Beach. 


+297-5946395 
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we are from New York. This 
is excellent, we are very 
happy with our choice and 
we love the island.” Happy 
owners on a happy island, 
it sounds like music to his 
ears says Alberto Perret- 
Gentil, Executive Vice- 
oresident of Operations at 
Azure Beach Residences. 
“In August we had the 
grand opening of Tower ll 
of Azure Beach Residenc- 
es. We see that there is a 
new trend of people want- 
ing to work from their sec- 
ond home, their vacation 
condo. Our island is blessed 
with the perfect beaches 
and climate, it is very safe 
and -—many do not know 
this- it has the best internet 
in the Caribbean.” During 
the COVID-19 crisis Pering 
Group, also the developer 
of Harbour House Aruba, 
stays connected to their 
market and is able to cap- 
ture all those people stay- 
ing home at this time. “We 
continuously show our new 
projects and new financial 




















ideas. We are very optimis- 
tic. This is going to be the 
best semester in sales in our 
20 years on Aruba,” Perret- 
Gentil states. 


Tower 1 of Azure Beach 
Residences has 45 units on 
the northern and southern 
corner and is practically 
sold out. The residence 
offers two units at the up- 
per level of the Clubhouse 
which has on the ground 
level the restaurant and 
the lobby and on the up- 
per level the gym, area 
for grill and a pool table. 
Tower 2 offers 60 units with 
studios, 1-bedroom, 2-bed- 
room, 3-bedroom units and 
3- bedroom penthouses at 
the 8th floor. For more in- 
formation you can visit the 
website www.azure-aruba. 
com. Harbour House Aruba 
is another project of this 
group offering 94 condo- 
miniums in Oranjestad, just 
in front of the Renaissance 
Mall. More information can 
be found at: www.harbour- 
housearuba.com.|_) 
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New law cracks down on shell companies to combat corruption 


By JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 

MIAMI (AP) — For years as a 
federal prosecutor in New 
York, Daniel R. Alonso led 
teams that had to search 
through a maze of anony- 
mously Owned corporate 
entities to expose criminal 
activity. 

“It required all kinds of 
shoe-leather investigating 
to identify who was really 
behind these shell com- 
panies,” recalled Alonso. 
“You'd have to subpoena 
bank records and lawyers, 
as well as human sources, 
and even then you fre- 
quently hit a dead end.” 
Now, thanks to ag watershed 
overhaul of U.S. money 
laundering laws, locating 
the proceeds from foreign 
bribery, drug © trafficking 
and financing for terrorists 
could be as easy as a few 
keystrokes. 

The new legislation quietly 
passed by Congress last 
month after a decade-long 
fight is the most sweeping 
banking reform of its kind 
since passage of the Patri- 
ot Act, in the aftermath of 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
CITOCKS: 

For the first time, shell com- 
panies will be required to 
provide the names of their 
owners or face stiff penal- 
ties and jail sentences. The 
information will be stored 
in a confidential database 
accessible to federal law 


enforcement and shared 
with banks who are often 
unwitting accomplices to 
international corruption. 
“It’s not an overstatement 
that this law is a game 
changer in some. serious 
ways,’ said Alonso, who 
is now in private practice 
advising clients on foreign 
corruption and anti-money 
laundering issues. 

The Corporate Transpar- 
ency Act was tucked into 
a defense spending Dill first 
vetoed by President Don- 
ald Trump and then over- 
ridden by Congress on New 
Year's Day. 

It was Introduced by Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney, a New 
York Democrat, in 2010 
and early on faced oppo- 
sition from banks and busi- 
ness groups worried about 
red tape as well as states 
such as Delaware and 
Wyoming, which reap im- 
portant revenues from the 
registration every year in 
the U.S. of nearly 2 million 
corporations and limited li- 
ability companies. 

But a string of international 
financial scandals involving 
soccer's governing body 
FIFA and the IMDB devel- 
opment bank from Malay- 
sia, as well as the leaking of 
the so-called Panama Pa- 
pers, eventually softened 
criticism by revealing the 
prominent role played by 
secretive shell Companies 
in hiding the proceeds from 


illicit activity. 

The U.S. financial system 
-- the world’s largest and 
most stable -- has long 
been a magnet for dirty 
money. But the tools to pre- 
vent abuse by bad actors 
haven't kept pace with 
technology and a prolifera- 
tion of instant, online trans- 
actions across borders. 

The new law seeks to 
strengthen controls by cre- 
ating a registry managed 
by the Treasury Depart- 
ment that will contain the 
names of the true owners 
of both domestically-creat- 
ed shell companies as well 
as foreign ones conducting 
business in the U.S. 
Creating a shell company 
in states like Delaware re- 
quires little more than a 
payment of a $90 fee and 
Q one-page letter listing 
the entity's the name, P.O. 
Box and a registered agent 
who is frequently a law 
firm dedicated to churn- 
ing out Companies in bulk. 
The true owners are rarely 
listed, their identities hid- 
den under a web of sub- 
sidiaries. But once created, 
the entities can be used to 
ourchase legitimate assets, 
such as real estate, using ill- 
gotten funds furtively trans- 
ferred into a U.S. bank ac- 
count. 

One such Delaware-based 
company, Essential Con- 
sultants LLC, was used by 
Trump's former personal at- 








9 file photo shows the U.S. Treasury 


Department building at dusk in Washington. 


torney, Michael Cohen, to 
conceal hush money pay- 
ments to porn star Stormy 
Daniels. Others registered 
in the state have been tied 
to corrupt military officers in 
Venezuela, drug trafficking 
guerrillas from Colombia 
and former Zimbabwean 
dictator Robert Mugabe. 
“Congress was late to ac- 
knowledge that secrecy Is 
alive and well in the United 
States,” said David P. We- 
ber, a former U.S. Treasury 
investigator who was one 
of two experts to review 
the Panama Papers be- 
fore publication. He now Is 
a forensic accounting pro- 
fessor at Salisbury University 
in. Maryland. “Kleptocrats 
and corrupt foreign officials 
did not need secret bank 
accounts in Switzerland. 
They were right here.” 

Less touted, the law also 


Associated Press 


dramatically expands 
awards for  whistleblow- 
ers. Specifically, individuals 
who come forward with 
evidence of financial mal- 
feasance are entitled to re- 
ceive up to 30% of money 
seized by the Treasury or 
Justice Departments when 
their information leads to 
successful law  enforce- 
ment actions. Previously, 
awards were capped at 
$150,000. 

“This Could end up being 
the secret sauce,” said Mi- 
chael Nadler, a recently 
retired federal prosecutor 
in Miami who has brought 
charges against dozens 
of corrupt Venezuelan of- 
ficials. “It has the potential 
to weaponize low-ranking 
company officers who 
have access to sensitive 
client information and see 
criminal behavior.’ 





Roku buys library of the short-lived streaming service Quibi 


The Associated Press 

Roku Is buying the content 
library of Quibi, the short- 
lived streaming service, to 
bulk up its own free ad-sup- 
ported channel. 

Quibi, short for quick bites, 
raised $1.75 billion from in- 
vestors including major Hol- 
lywood players like Disney, 
NBCUniversal and Viacom. 


It produced shows that 
were released in 10- to 
12-minute increments or 


less, believing that there 
was strong demand from 
people stuck doing any- 
thing from waiting in lines to 
commuting. 

But it steoped into a mar- 
ket already saturated with 
short videos from YouTube, 
TikTok and other platforms, 
and that content is essen- 





This Aug. 13, 2020 file photo shows a logo for Roku on a remote 


control in Portland, Ore. 


tially generated free of 
cost. 

Quibi also launched in April 
2020, when a global pan- 
demic scrambled the rou- 


Associated Press 


tines of millions, including 
commutes to work. If shut 
down last month. 

Roku created its business 
solely as a hub for other 


streaming services, but has 
recently begun piling up 
content for its free Roku 
Channel. 

With the acquisition, Roku 
will acquire 75 staccato- 
style programming with 
some very big names atf- 


tached. ldris Elba, Kevin 
Hart, Liam  Hemsworth, 
Anna Kendrick, Nicole 


Richie, Chrissy Teigen and 
Lena Waithe have all been 
iN Quibi shows. That  in- 
cludes more than 12 shows 
that never aired on Quibi 
before it was shuttered. The 
shows target the 18-35 de- 
mographic, an attractive 
segment for advertisers. 

ROkU spokesperson Dallas 
Lawrence said the short 
format will work well for 
the ad-supported RoOkU 


Channel because there 
are “natural commercial 
breaks built Into the pro- 
gramming.” 

The Quibi content, created 
for mobile viewing, can still 
be viewed on phones via 
Roku’s mobile app. 

Roku says its channel 
reached 61.8 million peo- 
ple in the fourth quarter, 
double that from the prior 
year. More people are 
streaming entertainment 
as people stay at home 
during the pandemic, but 
there’s growing compe?ti- 
tion, too. New streaming 
services including Discov- 
ery+, NBCUniversal’s Pea- 
cock, HBOMax, and others 
have been launched to ri- 
val older services like Netflix 
and Hulu.L) 
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Parler squeezed as Trump seeks new online megaphone 


By FRANK BAJAK 

AP Technology Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump has been 
kicked off of most main- 
stream social media plat- 
forms following his sup- 
porters’ siege on the USS. 
Capitol. But it remains to be 
seen how fast or where — if 
anywhere — on the inter- 
net he will be able to reach 
his followers. 

The far right-friendly Parler 
had been the leading can- 
didate, at least until Google 
and Apple removed it from 
their app stores and Ama- 
zon decided to boot it off 
its web hosting service by 
midnight Pacific time on 
Sunday. 

Parler’s CEO said that 
could knock it offline for a 
week, though that might 
prove optimistic. And even 
if it finds a friendlier web- 
hosting service, without a 
smartohone app, it’s hard 
to imagine Parler gaining 
mainstream SUCCESS. 

The 2-year-old magnet 
for the far right claims 
more than 12 million users, 
though mobile app analyt- 
ics firm Sensor Tower puts 
the number at 10 million 
worldwide, with 8 million 
in the U.S. That's a fraction 
of the 89 million followers 
Trump had on Twitter. 

Still, Parler might be at- 
tractive to Trump since it’s 
where his sons Eric and Don 
Jr. are already active. Parler 
hit headwinds, though, on 
Friday as Google yanked 
its smartohone app from its 
app store for allowing post- 
ings that seek “to incite on- 
going violence in the U.S.” 
Apple followed suit on Sat- 
urday evening after giving 
Parler 24 hours to address 
complaints it was being 
used to “plan and facili- 
tate yet further illegal and 
dangerous activities.” Pub- 
lic safety issues will need fo 
be resolved before it Is re- 
stored, Apple said. 

A message seeking com- 
ment from Parler was sent 
Sunday on whether the 
company plans to change 
its policies and enforce- 
ment around these issues. 
Amazon — struck another 
blow Saturday, — inform- 
ing Parler it would need to 
look for a new web-hosting 
service effective midnight 





In this Thursday, June 18, 2020 file photo, President Donald Trump looks at his phone during a 
roundtable with governors on the reopening of America's small businesses, in the State Dining 
Room of the White House in Washington. 


Sunday. If reminded Par- 
ler in a letter, first reported 
by Buzzfeed, that it had 
informed it in the past few 
weeks of 98 examples of 
posts “that clearly encour- 
age and incite violence” 
and said the platform “pos- 
es a very real risk to public 
safety.” 

Parler CEO John Matze de- 
cried the punishments as “a 
coordinated attack by the 
tech giants to kill competi- 
tion in the marketplace. 
We were too successful 
too fast,” he said in a Sat- 
urday night post, saying It 
was possible Parler would 
be unavailable for up to a 
week “as we rebuild from 
scraicn.” 

Earlier, Matze complained 
of being scapegoated. 
“Standards not applied to 
Twitter, Facebook or even 
Apple themselves, apply to 
Parler.” He said he “won't 
cave to politically motivat- 
ed companies and those 
qauthoritarians who hate 
free soeech.” 

Losing access to the app 
stores of Google and Apple 
— whose operating systems 
power hundreds of millions 
of smartphones — severely 
limits Parler’s reach, though 
it will continue to be acces- 


sible via web browser. Los- 
ing Amazon Web Services 
will mean Parler needs to 
scramble to find another 
web host, in addition to the 
re-engineering. 

Trump may also launch 
his own platform. But that 
won't happen overnight, 
and free soeech experts 
anticipate growing pres- 
sure on all social media 
platforms to curb incendi- 
ary soeech as Americans 
take stock of Wednesday’s 
violent takeover of the 
U.S. Capitol by a Trump- 
incited mob. Twitter ended 
Trump's nearly 12-year run 
on Friday. In shuttering his 
account, it cited a tweet to 
his 89 million followers that 
he planned to skip Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden's Jan. 
20 inauguration, saying it 
gave rioters license to con- 
verge on Washington once 
again. 

Facebook and Instagram 
have suspended Trump 
at least until Inauguration 
Day. Twitch and Snapchat 
also disabled Trump's ac- 
counts, while Shopify took 
down online stores af- 
fiiated with the president 
and Reddit removed a 
Trump subgroup. Twitter 
also banned Trump loyalists 


Associated Press 


including former national 
security advisor Michael 
Flynn in a sweeping purge 
of accounts promoting the 
QAnon conspiracy theory 
and the Capitol insurrec- 
tion. Some had hundreds of 
thousands of followers. 


In a statement Friday, 
Trump said: “We have 
been negotiating with 


various other sites, and will 
have a big announcement 
soon, while we also look at 
the possibilities of building 
out our own platform in the 
near future.” 

Gab is another potential 
landing spot for Trump. But 
it, Too, has had troubles with 
internet hosting. Google 
and Apple both booted 
it from their app stores in 
2017 and it was left inter- 
net-homeless for a time the 
following year due to anti- 
Semitic posts attributed to 
the man accused of killing 
11 people at a Pittsburgh 
synagogue. Microsoft also 
terminated a web-hosting 
contract. 

Online soeech experts ex- 
pect social media compa- 
nies led by Facebook, Twit- 
ter and Google’s YouTube 
to more vigorously police 
hate soeech and incite- 
ment in the wake of the 


Capitol rebellion, as West- 
ern democracies led by 
Nazism-haunted Germany 
already do. 

David Kaye, a University of 
California-Irvine law profes- 
sor and former U.N. special 
rapporteur on free soeech 
believes the Parlers of the 
world will also face pres- 
sure from the public and 
law enforcement as will 
little-known sites where fur- 
ther pre-inauguration §dis- 
ruption is now apparently 
being organized. They 
include MeWe, Wimkin, 
TheDonald.win and Storm- 
front, according to a re- 
port released Saturday by 
The Alethea Group, which 
tracks disinformation. 

Kaye rejects arguments by 
U.S. conservatives including 
the president's former U.N. 
ambassador, Nikki Haley, 
that the Trump ban sav- 
aged the First Amendment, 
which prohibits the gov- 
ernment from_ restricting 
free expression. “Silencing 
people, not fo mention the 
President of the US, is what 
happens in China not our 
country,” Haley tweeted. 
“It’s not like the platforms’ 
rules are draconian. Peo- 
ple don’t get caught in 
violations unless they do 
something clearly against 
the rules,” said Kaye. And 
not just individual citizens 
have free speech rights. 
“The companies have their 
freedom of soeech, too.” 
While initially arguing their 
need to be neutral on 
soeech, Twitter and Face- 
book gradually yielded to 
public pressure drawing the 
line especially when the 
so-called Plandemic video 
emerged early in the coro- 
navirus pandemic urging 
people not fo wear masks, 
noted civic media profes- 
sor Ethan Zuckerman of the 
University of Massachusetts- 
Amherst. 

Zuckerman expects the 
Trump de-platforming may 
spur important online shifts. 
First, there may be an ac- 
celerated splintering of the 
social media world along 
ideological lines. 

“Trump will pull a lot of au- 
dience wherever he goes,” 
he said. That could mean 
more platforms with small- 
er, more ideologically iso- 
lated audiences.) 
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Possible virus exposure 
for lawmakers sheltering 


during riot 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House lawmakers may 
have been exposed fo 
someone testing positive 
for COVID-19 while they 
sheltered at an undis- 
closed location during the 
Capitol siege by a violent 


Corre- 


mob loyal to President 
Donald Trump. 
The Capitol's attending 


physician notified all law- 
makers Sunday of the virus 
exposure and urged them 
to be tested. The infected 
individual was not named. 
Dr. Brian Moynihan wrote 
that "many members. of 


assiileds 


For Sale: Casa del Mar 
Presidential unit at Casa Del 
Mar for week 1, room 1317. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, full kitchen, 
dining room, pool and fitness 
center. Asking $16,000. Call 
USA, 845-239-2918 or email 
garyhudak684@comcast.net 











For Sale: Casa Del Mar 
Presidential unit at Casa Del 
Mar for week 2, room 1511. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, full kitchen, 
dining room, pool and fitness 
center. Asking $16,000. Call 
USA, 845-239-2918 or email 
garyhudak684@comcast.net. 


For Sale: Barcelo 
All Inclusive. 
Prime week, studio deluxe unit. 
Sleeps 2. Cost of food and 
liquor package extra. Cost of 
ownership $12,000. Call USA 
845-239-2918 or email garyhu- 
dak684@comcast.net. 

213673 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
week 1/1408 (15k); 

week 2/1113 (16k); 

week 5/1315 (18k); 

week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.): 
week 8/1113; 8/1409 
(17k/wk.); 

week 9/1218 (15k); 

week 10/1207 (15k); 
weeks 11-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 


212588 


the House community were 
in protective isolation in the 
large room — some for sev- 
eral hours’ on Wednesday. 
He said ‘individuals may 
have been exposed fo an- 
other occupant with coro- 
navirus infection." 

Dozens of lawmakers were 
whisked to the secure lo- 
cation after pro-Trump in- 
surrectionists stormed the 
Capitol that day, break- 
ing through barricades to 
roam the halls and offices 
and ransacking the build- 
Ing. 

Some members of Con- 
gress huddled for hours in 
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Workers install a flag on the West Front of the U.S. Capitol as 
preparations take place for President-elect Joe Biden's inaugu- 
ration, Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, in Washington. 


the large room, while oth- 
ers were there for a shorter 
period. 

No further details were pro- 
vided on which person has 
tested positive for the virus. 
Some lawmakers and staff 
were furious after video sur- 


By Dave Green 


Associated Press 


faced of Republican law- 
makers not wearing their 
masks in the room during 
lockdown. L] 
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sj HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





fAGEDODK 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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PBS’ ‘Masterpiece’ marks 50th year with challenges ahead 


By LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — As 
PBS’ “Masterpiece” marks 
its 50th anniversary Sunday, 
the drama and mystery 
showcase could rest on its 
reputation built with ac- 
claimed programs includ- 
ing “I, Claudius” and “Eliza- 
beth R” and polished anew 
by surprising pop-culture 
hits “Sherlock” and “Down- 


ton Abbey.” 
But “Masterpiece” execu- 
tive producer Susanne 


Simpson says it’s positioned 
to thrive as it addresses 
the challenges posed by 
a changing media industry 
and increased calls for di- 
versity. 

“’ Masterpiece’ is important 
to the PBS system. Our view- 
ers expect us to keep find- 
ing the best” in TV, Simpson 
said, even as competition 
from commercial platforms 
increases. 

With more streaming ser- 
vices and other outlets 
gobbling up programs, in- 
cluding the British-made 
dramas that are a “Master- 
piece” staple, the public TV 
program is becoming more 
aggressive in the market- 
place, Simpson said. 

She joined the series nearly 
14 years ago and became 
its executive producer in 
2019, only the fourth since 
“Masterpiece” debuted 
Jan. 10, 1971, with the mini- 
series “The First Churchills.” 
“We are investing earlier 
and we're co-producing 
earlier on projects, so we're 
in a position to be able to 
out develooment money 
into scripts,” Simpson said. 
“| have probably 15 proj- 
ects sitting in my inbox, and 
I'm going to have to make 
Qa decision quickly on one 
of those because there is 
sO much competition for 
those projects.” 

When “Masterpiece” was 
Under executive producer 
Rebecca Eaton in the mid- 
1980s, she “used To be able 
to sit back” and mull her 
choice of U.K.-produced 
shows, Simpson said. 

As unlikely as if seems in 
the age of Netflix’s cele- 
brated “The Crown” and its 
new multiethnic sensation 
“Bridgerton,” U.S. networks 
used to avoid British dra- 
ma “because the general 


va" \ 
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This image released by PBS shows Tamara Lawrance, left, and Hayley Atwell in a scene from the 
miniseries "The Long Song" debuting Jan. 31 on “Masterpiece.” 


feeling was nobody could 
Understand the accent,” 
Eaton recalled. Worse yet, 
they thought it sounded 
too high-brow for Ameri- 
cans. 

But in 1985, there was sud- 
denly “somebody else in 
the game” besides PBS 
and the A&E channel, said 
Eaton, now executive pro- 
ducer at large for “Master- 
piece.” 

“HBO pounced on doing 
‘Elizabeth I’ with Helen Mir- 
ren, which was a very rude 
shock because we consid- 
ered rather comfortably 
that we owned Elizabeth 
|,” she said. “Masterpiece” 
had aired “Elizabeth R,” the 
1972 miniseries with Glenda 
Jackson as the monarch, a 
perceived stake that HBO 
blithely ignored. 
“Masterpiece” can’t com- 
pete with Netflix- or HBO- 
sized budgets, Simpson 
said, relying on corporate 
sponsors Viking and Ray- 
mond James and big and 
small viewer donations 
(soecific figures were not 
provided). But she said it 
makes the most of its re- 
lationshios with producers 
such as Colin Callender, 
whose “All Creatures Great 
and Small” reboot kicks off 
the new “Masterpiece” 
season Sunday. 


The Public Broadcasting 
Service also ensures that Its 
programming is reaching 
viewers, especially younger 
ones, where and how they 
watch TV, which increas- 
ingly is anywhere but on a 
stuck-to-the-wall screen. 
While PBS may be viewed 
primarily as a_ traditional 
broadcaster, ifs programs 
(and educational _ initia- 
tives) are available online. 
“Masterpiece” streams on 
PBS.org and the PBS Video 
app to an audience that 
skews younger than _ its 
broadcast viewership, with 
nearly 40 percent under 
the age of 55, according 
10 PBs. 

The showcase also Is re- 
sponding to the growing 
call for inclusivity in Hol- 
lywood screen projects, 
Simpson said. That would 
seem daunting when it 
comes to ethnic diversity, 
given that the series’ pe- 
nod dramas traditionally 
skew white, but she said it 
can and is being done. 
That requires the Coopera- 
tion of British TV producers, 
whose industry has faced Its 
own sharp criticism for long 
minimizing people of color 
as actors and creators. 
“I've had some terrific, seri- 
Ous conversations in which 
it’s clear to me that our U.K. 
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producers are as commit- 
ted as we are” to adding 
diversity across the board, 
including in writing, direct- 
ing and acting, Simpson 
said. 

Callender said the call for 
change is being heeded, 
even with “All Creatures 
Great and Small,” which 
is based on semiautobio- 
graphical books by a vet- 
erinarian practicing in a ru- 
ral English community in the 
late 1930s. 

“The thrust of diversity 
meant several things,” Cal- 
lender said, including mak- 
ing the female characters 
fully dimensional, casting 
actors with physical chal- 
lenges and creating a 
character inspired by the 
family history of Black actor 
Clea Sylvestre, who plays 
the role. 

“Masterpiece” is doing its 
own work, Simpson. said. 
That includes taking an ac- 
tive role in fostering diversity 
IN projects as they're being 
developed, she said, and 
discovering authentic ways 
to reflect inclusivity in pe- 
riod dramas, among them 
2019’s “Les Miserables” 
miniseries. 

David Oyelowo, the Eng- 
lish-born Black actor who 
starred as the obsessed 
police inspector Javert, 


felt comfortable taking the 
role after he looked into 
19th-century French history 
and found that there were 
Black police officers, Simp- 
son recounted. 

“What | learned from him 
is that it’s really our obliga- 
tion as the writers and the 
producers to look more 
deeply at history in terms of 
what people of color were 
authentically, and to take 
more effort to find those 
stories,” she said. 

“The Long Song,” a three- 
part drama debuting Jan. 
31 on “Masterpiece,” ex- 
emplifies what is hiding in 
plain sight. Based on An- 
drea Levy's historical novel 
of the same name, a final- 
ist for the prestigious Book- 
er literary prize, it tells of a 
young Black woman's life 
in the final years of slavery 
in Jamaica and its after- 
math. 

Pandemic uncertainty 
brought it fo ‘“Master- 
piece,” when taping on 
some of its U.K. shows 
paused last March and 
Simpson sought available 
programs as a safeguard. 
Already familiar with the 
late Levy's work because 
“Masterpiece” had aired 
an adaptation of her “Small 
Iskand” novel in 2010, Simp- 
son said she found “The 
Long Song” to be “power- 
ful and moving.” 

Tamara Lawrance, who 
stars as the main charac- 
ter, said every generation 
believes “things are chang- 
ing, things are different,” 
but sees a welcome en- 
ergy in the British creative 
community that is building 
on the past. 

“I’m so proud of ‘The Long 
Song’ and being in a cast 
of people like that, of 
amazing older Black actors 
that | grew up watching,” 
Lawrance said.) 


SOLUTION SUDOKU 


II/I M fEAgT AMOYIG 









































|b 6|9|2@ S\€ g 
Je LIS|L 7/8 C 
18 c|v|9 2/6 G 
1G 7/716 1/9 € 
19 €/L/8 2S | 
|6 8itir €jZ 9 
JZ 9/8/€ 6/2 v 
ly Gle|Z gil 6 
cf Li6|S 91P Z 

Puzzle on Page 13 


ie 1 DYANA 





By TIM REYNOLDS 

AP Basketball Writer 

Boston was going to have 
to face Miami with the NBA 
minimum of eight players 
on Sunday night. In the end, 
the Heat weren't even cer- 
tain they would have that 
many. 

The game between Boston 
and Miami was postponed 
— not because the Celtics 
ruled out seven players due 
to the league’s health and 
safety protocols for play- 
iINg during the coronavirus 
pandemic, but because of 
concerns about exposure 
within the Heat roster. 

The Heat learned earlier 
Sunday that guard Avery 
Bradley would not be avail- 
able for the game in Boston 
because of the COVID-19 
orotocols. That meant the 
Heat had to go through the 
contact tracing data, and 
with that process still ongo- 
ing late Sunday afternoon, 
the decision was made to 
postpone the game out of 
abundance of caution. 
The league announced the 
decision about two hours 
before the 7 p.m. sched- 
Uled tipoff. 

“YOU are starting fo see 
what is going on in Our 
country directly affect the 
NBA because we are no 
longer in that safety net of 
the bubble,” Denver coach 
Michael Malone said _ in 
New York, where his team 
was facing the Knicks, after 
learning of the postpone- 


ment. 

The Celtics would have 
been without seven play- 
ers for the game due fo the 
NBA's COVID-19 protocols, 
all of them ruled out ear- 
lier Sunday, along with two 
others because of injury. 
That would have left Boston 
with only eight available 
players, the league mini- 
mum. 

The Heat didn’t even have 
that many cleared by the 
NBA to play, hence the 
decision to postpone. The 
team was staying in Boston 
overnight while the tracing 
process continued and is 
scheduled to play in Phila- 
delohia — another team 
with virus-related issues 
— on Tuesday and Thurs- 
day. The 76ers played only 
seven players Saturday in a 
loss to Denver, doing so in 
part because some were 
ruled out in accordance 
with the virus protocols. 
The NBA and National Bas- 
ketball Players Association 
put together a plan last 
year to finish the season in 
a bubble environment at 
Walt Disney World in Cen- 
tral Florida, where nobody 
tested positive and no 
games were missed be- 
cause of the virus. But it’s 
hardly been uncommon for 
NBA players to miss games 
this season over virus-relat- 
ed issues, without the safety 
of the bubble. In Brooklyn, 
Kevin Durant returned fo 
the Nets on Sunday night 


after missing three games 
because of the virus proto- 
cols. 

“| hope not,” Indiana guard 
Victor Oladipo said when 
asked if he thought going 
back to a bubble would be 
possible this season. “But 
| think the NBA’s doing alll 
they can and they're doing 
a great job, and the NBPA 
as well, working together 
to do a great job to make 
sure we are as safe as Ppos- 
sible. It’s tough. You can try 
your best and unfortunate- 
ly there will still be some 
people that catch it.” 

The Heat-Celtics game is 
the second postponed 
in the NBA this season. A 
game between Oklahoma 
City and Houston was post- 
ooned on Dec. 23 because 
the Rockets did not have 
enough eligible players to 
play — three had returned 
tests that were either posi- 
tive or inconclusive for the 
coronavirus, four others 
were quarantined, James 
Harden was unavailable 
for violating the protocols 
and another player was 
out with an injury. That left 
Houston with seven players. 
The Celtics on Sunday ruled 
out Jaylen Brown, Javonte 
Green, Semi Ojeleye, Jay- 
son Tatum, Tristan Thomp- 
son, Grant Williams and 
Robert Williams because 
of the protocols. That's the 
most any team has been 
without because of virus- 
related issues so far this 
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Boston Celtics center Robert Williams III (44) dunks the ball over 





Miami Heat guards Avery Bradley (11) and Andre Iguodala (28) 
during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednes- 


day, Jan. 6, 2021, in Miami. 


season but does not neces- 
sarily mean any of the af- 
fected Celtics tested posi- 
tive. 

“The numbers are spiking,” 
Heat coach Erk Spoelstra 
said Saturday. “That is the 


Associated Press 


reality. We are committed 
to proceeding with our in- 
dustry and we're doing it 
with all the best science 
and adherence fo the pro- 
tocols, but ultimately we're 
not in control.” 





Kenin beats Putintseva to reach Abu Dhabi quarterfinals 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Austra- 
lian Open champion Sofia 
Kenin of the United States 
came back from match 
point down to beat Yulia 
Putintseva and reach the 
quarterfinals of the Abu 
Dhabi Open on Sunday. 
Kenin posted 57 unforced 
errors to Putintseva’s 43 but 
still prevailed 3-6, 7-6 (5), 
6-4 over the 13th-seeded 
Putintseva. 

“| felt like today was more 
of a mental match. | prac- 
tice with her quite a lot so 
| know her game well,” 
Kenin said. “I’m just happy 
with the way that | fought 
even though | wasn't feel- 
ing 100% on court.” 
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In this Oct. 10, 2020, file photo, Sofia Kenin, of the United States, 
plays a shot against Poland’s Iga Swiatek in the final match of 
the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros sta- 
dium in Paris, France. 


Kenin dropped the open- 
ing set for the second con- 
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secutive match in Abu Dha- 
bi. Putintseva had match 


point when serving at 6-5 
Up in the second set, but 
Kenin saved the point and 
broke Putintseva’s serve To 
take the set to a tiebreak. 
Next up is a quarterfinal 
match with ninth-seeded 
Maria Sakkari, who beat 
former French Open and 
Wimbledon champion 
Garbine Muguruza 7-5, 6-4, 
posting 33 winners to five 
for the more defensive Mu- 
guruza. Kenin won her two 
previous matches against 
Sakkari, both in three sets in 
2018. 

Also, Elina Svitolina saved 
two match points in a final- 
set tiebreak to beat Ekat- 
erina Alexandrova 6-2, 6-7 
(5), 7-6 (8) fora place in the 


quarterfinals. The second- 
seeded Ukrainian faces 
another Russian opponent, 
Veronika Kudermetova, in 
the next round. 

“| was just trying to be fo- 
cused on every point and 
not let this match take 
away the good tennis that 
| played in the first set,” Svi- 
tolina said. 

Aryna Sabalenka record- 
ed her 12th consecutive 
win in tour matches with a 
6-2, 6-4 win over Ons Ja- 
beur. The  fourth-seeded 
Sabalenka earned a mea- 
sure of revenge for her de- 
feat to Jabeur in their only 
previous match in the third 
round of the French Open 
in October.L] 
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E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 


www.costalinda-aruba.com 


Lamar winless no more, leads Ravens to 20-13 win over Titans 
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Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) scores a touchdown on a 48-yard run against the Tennessee Titans in the first half 
of an NFL wild-card playoff football game Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. 


By TERESA M. WALKER 

AP Pro Football Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Lamar Jackson finally has 
his first postseason victory, 
and coming away from 
Baltimore makes it even 
more impressive. 

Jackson ran for 136 yards 
and a 48-yard touchdown 
while throwing for 179 more 
as the Ravens rallied from 
10 points down and beat 
the Tennessee Titans 20-13 
Sunday in their AFC wild- 


card game. 
Baltimore also shut down 
2,000-yard rusher Derrick 


Henry and held Tennessee 
to its fewest points all sea- 
son. 

The Titans (11-6) had the 
ball and a chance to tie 
when Marcus Peters inter- 
cepted Ryan Tannehiill's 
oass intended for Kalif Ray- 
mond with 1:50 left. After 


the turnover, the Ravens 
came onto the field and 
started waving good-bye 
to the Titans — drawing 
a taunting penalty they 
didn't mind at all. 

"We finished finally," Jack- 
son said. "We finally fin- 
ished." 

The Ravens (12-5) snapped 
a string of 21 straight games 
lost by the franchise in ei- 
ther the regular season or 
playoffs when trailing by 10 
or more. 

They will play either top- 
seeded Kansas City or Buf- 
falo in a divisional game 
set Uo by how Baltimore 
stooped Henry for the first 
time in three games. 

The All-Pro ran all over the 
Ravens with 328 yards rush- 
ing combined in the past 
two meetings. 

With both Calais Campbell 
and Brandon Williams back 


on the Baltimore D-line, 
Henry had his worst perfor- 
mance this season with 18 
carries for 40 yards. 
Baltimore smothered a Ten- 
nessee offense that tied 
for fourth averaging 30.7 
points a game and had 
more offensive yards per 
game during the season 
than any team but Kansas 
City. The Ravens finished 
with a 401-209 yards edge 
in total offense. 

The Titans lost their first 
home playoff game in 12 
years and now have had 
three of their past eight 
postseasons ended on their 
own field by Baltimore. 
Tennessee sacked Jackson 
five times and got an inter- 
ception. 

But the Titans settled for 
a pair of field goals and 
couldnt slow Jackson 
enough after halftime. 
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Jackson turned in the sixth 
100-yard rushing game by 
a quarterback in the post- 
season, and joined Colin 
Kaepernick with two. 

The Titans took a 10-0 lead 
by outgaining Baltimore 
126-36 in the first quarter, 
with Tannehill tossing a 10- 
yard TD pass to Pro Bowl 
wide receiver A.J. Brown. 
Stephen Gostkowski kicked 
a field goal set up by Mal- 
colm Butler's interception, 
his first in the postseason 
since picking off Russell Wil- 
son in Super Bowl 49 to pre- 
serve New England's win 
over the Seahawks. 
Baltimore's defense, the 
seconda-stingiest SCOring 
Unit in the NFL, took over. 
The Ravens held Tennes- 
see to minus-7 yards in the 
second quarter, the third 
fewest in any quarter of 
a playoff game since the 


2000 season. 

The 2019 NFL MVP helped 
Baltimore pile up 134 yards 
as he set up a 33-yard field 
goal by Justin Tucker with 
qa 28-yard pass to Marquise 
Brown. Jackson then tied it 
by breaking loose for a 48- 
yard TD run, diving for the 
pylon —the second-longest 
TD run by a quarterback in 
the Super Bowl era behind 
Kaepernick's 56-yarder for 
the 49ers against the Pack- 
ers on Jan. 12, 2013. 

Rookie J.K. Dobbins made 
it 17-10 with a 4-yard TD run 
to open the third quarter. 
That gave him a rushing TD 
in seven straight games, 
second only to Maurice 
Jones-Drew 's eight in 2006 
since the 1970 merger. 

The Titans finally stopped 
the Ravens’ scoring soree 
at 17 when Gostkowski 
kicked a 25-yard field goal 
to start the fourth quarter, 
pulling within 17-13. 

RARE TUCKER MISS 

The Ravens missed a 
chance to pad their lead 
when Tucker, with an NEFL- 
best 90.7% kicking percent- 
age on field goals, missed 
a 52-yarder wide right early 
in the fourth quarter. 
Tucker had made 48 
straight field goals in the 
fourth quarter or overtime 
since his last miss from 55 
yards Dec. 6, 2015, in a loss 
to Miami. 

Tucker made his next kick, 
a 5l-yarder for the final 
margin. 

INJURIES 

Titans wide receiver Corey 
Davis was seen on the side- 
line without a helmet but 
there was no report on his 
condition. 

UP NEXT 

The Ravens either continue 
their revenge with a visit to 
Kansas City or head to Buf- 
falo. 

The Titans head into the 
offseason with fixing their 
defense at the top of their 
to-do list. 


